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ARMENIA AND TRANSCAUCASIA INTHE
ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISIONS OF ACHAEMENIAN
PERSIA
(HISTORICO-GEOGRAPHICAL STUDY)

Summary

The investigation of ancient sources shows that in the result of
administrative reformations of Darius | Armenia and neighbours in the
North were included in the 13th 18thand 19th satrapies. Armenia that
paid 400 talents per year and gave 20000 foals, Paktyike and other
tribes, whose names are not mentioned by Herodotus, were included
in the 13h satrapy which was up to the Pontus Euxinus. Paktyike
which must be assimilated to Patuka corresponds to the eastern parts
of Cappadocia, i.e. Caesarea-Mazaka and its adjacent territories
which were occupied by Aram-Aramani after 625 B.C. It is identified
with Moses of Chorene’s “Protin Armenia”. Caesarea-Mazaka, where
a part of Mushk-Phrygians was established, was one of the most
important junctions of Persian Royal Road. From this place the way
went from Golden Komana-Kokison up to Marash. The latter was a
part of Kilikia then. Our investigation shows that those investigate
who consider Melitene a part of Kilikia, are wrong concerning the point
from where the Royal Road was to enter Armenia. But the Royal Road
in Armenia never crossed the Tigris, but if it started from Melitene
then it should have crossed the Tigris, which certainly was impossible
as the ford of Tigris, according to the source, was in Matiene (Assyria)
Besides this, the Euphrates was not navigable near Melitene, as therm
are currents and falls there. Simultaneously, it is important to note th.it
the part of the Royal Road which was passing through Kilikia was 1;»ft
parasangs (about 90kms.) long, consequently, if we admit just for .t
second that Cappadocia and Kilikia bordered with Caesarea-Mazjikii
which according to Herodotus data (I, 72) was geographically Kilikl.t
but was different from Kilikian satrapy, then the starting point of tho
part of the way passing through the Kilikian satrapy in case e!
Caesarea-Mazaka (the length of that part being about 90kms.) coulrl
reach Euphrates in no case. The Royal Road passing through (In
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Kilikian satrapy included the territory from Marash up to Zeugma
where Euphrates was navigable.

The comparative analysis of the sources shows that from the
North of Paktyike, the territory between the Termodon River and
Yasun cape, the 13th satrapy goes to the Black Sea. The southern
border line of the 13thsatrapy passed to the east of Zeugma, from the
eastern bank of Euphrates to the route Urhai (now Urfa)-Veranshehr-
Mardin-Mtsbin (Nisibis) which appeared to be the Armenian part of
the Royal Road that passed through Armenia herself. Assyria starts
from the east of Mtsbin. Then the southern border line might have
been passing in the intermingling area of the Eastern Khabur and
Tigris and from here through the Dasn mountains reached the
southern part of Koh-i-Nihorian Mountains and from the River Araskh
up to Lake Urmiya. The northern part of the River Saghamas which
falls into Lake Urmiya, the River Karmir intermingling with the River
Yerasklh was included in the territory of Armenia. To the East of the
intermingling of the two rivers in the direction of theYeraskh up to the
River Kur, the 13th and the 10th satrapies were formed. The 13thand
the 18tf satrapies were divided from each other with the River Kur and
the Trekhg mountain chain. Klarjk’, which is the country of the Chalib-
Moskhians, between the upper course of the River Kur beginning from
the twist and the lower course of the River Coruh, was included in the
19h satrapy. Then the border between the 13h and the 19, satrapies
passed through the Pontian mountains leaving the definite piece of the
southern coast of the Black Sea to the 13th satrapy. The 13th satrapy
wasn’t a stable administrative unit. In the middle of the 5thcentury B.C.
Paktyike- Caesarea, the domains of the Black Sea came out of the
structure of the satrapy. Nevertheless in 401-400 B.C. Armenia with its
subdistricts, i.e. Eastern and Western Armenia, was one of the largest
and richest satrapies of Achaemenian Persia and this state remained
until the battle of Gaugamela.

A thorough investigation of the sources shows that the
Matienians, Saspeires and Alarodians which were included in the 18th
satrapy lived in the area between the Caucasus and the River Kur.
Judging from some data of the sources, one of the groups of the
Matienians was situated in the region of the Halys twist and was
Included in the 3th satrapy. The country of Matiene to the south of
l.ike Urmiya, where the tribe of Matienians is not mentioned, was
Included in the 10thsatrapy. The Matienians of the 18tnsatrapy judging
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by Hecataeus “Moskhians are Colchian tribe and to the neighbouring
Matienians" data they were situated in Transcaucasia to the east of
the Argueti mountains. Saspeires, having the origin of their relatives,
Sperians, with the Asperians, were situated in the Virk (Iberia).

The Alarodians were situated in the South of the 18th satrapy
including the territory of Caucasian Albania. The Matienians,
Saspeires and Alarodians should probably have had Scythian origin
The name Saspeir was a collective name and there were many tribes
and smaller groups included in that tribe. Judging by all these facts the
Matienians and the Alarodians were included there as according to
Herodotus a nation called Saspeires lived between the Colchians and
the Medes.

The border of the 18th satrapy in the North coincided with the
state border of Achaemenian Persia and was passing through the
Great Caucasus reaching the present city of Derbend, in the east il
reached the Caspian Sea up to the mouth of the River Kur, in tho
South it reached the River Kur and through the Trekhg mountain chain
it bordered with Armenia which was included in the 13 satrapy, and In
the West it reached from Surami mountains up to the Great Caucasus
bordering with the 19th satrapy. The comparative analysis of th«
sources shows that the 11th and the 15th satrapies can’t have borm
situated in the Transcaucasia as the territory between the Gn i
Caucasus and the Kur was occupied by the 18th satrapy and all till
mentioned satrapies were situated in Central Asia.

The investigation of ancient sources shows that the Macron™* »!
were in the valley of Karshit to the South and South-East of Trape/u»,
the Mosynoecians were to the West of Kerasus, the Tibarenians wain
in the region of Kotyuora and to the East of the city. The Moaoschitm»*
were identical with the eastern Chalybes and were situated in Kghnijh
And the Mares were connected with the country of Imerians, I»
Amaranti-lmereti and lived in the upper and middle courses of Him
River Phasis-Rioni up to the region of Kutaisi. In the sources the till>«
who were working with iron no matter where they lived, were cull>» !
Chalybes, which is not a native ethnic name. The investi]].»li=in
confirms that the Scythian tribes who were situated in the basin of II*«
River Chorokh were called Chaldaioi. Concerning Kolchis we c.m hrty
that it had geographical meaning and the population of the eoulli
eastern region of the Black Sea was called the Colchians. The
Kolchis which is formed of the word “Coulcha” (with the mwmlHf |
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‘edge’, ‘side’, ‘angle’) shows that it was situated at the edge of the
Black Sea and that’s why it was called Coulcha by the western and
southern neighbours. The Colchians in the ancient sources
(Herodotus, Xenophon, Strabo) had different geographical borders in
different periods of time. Besides the Macrones, Mosynoecians,
Tibarenians, Mares and the Moschians in the 19h satrapy there lived
other tribes such as Bekhirians, Bizerians, Ekekheirians and others.
The western border of the 19th satrapy reached the Yasun cape, in the
South a natural border was considered to be the Pontic range,
including Katarza-Kgharjk' in the East it reached the Argueti
mountains, in the North the natural border were the Caucasus, which
later reached the Phasis-Rioni River. The 19th satrapy was one of the
multi-tribal administrative parts of Achaemenian Persia where the
Indo-European-Iranian element was of great importance.
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